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EDITORIAL

This special edition, prepared by the Bulgarian National Film Center in con-
junction with MEDIA desk — Bulgaria, and with the help of the Observatory of
Cultural Economics — Bulgaria, presents the current state of affairs in Bulgar-
ia’s audiovisual industry.

We did our best to offer more information both about the training in the field of
cinema studies and the financing opportunities in this country, as well as about
gaining support outside Bulgaria, the recent Bulgarian productions and their
success, about the TV environment and the legislation. We believe that the
booklet could expand on the idea of the processes taking place in Bulgarian
film industry.

We also believe that the reference information, providing addresses and con-
tact details of producers, festivals, distributors and institutions, could prove
helpful to our readers to establish contact and enter into dialogue with their
Bulgarian colleagues more easily.



LEGISLATION

The system of administrative structure of management and the existing legis-
lation, regulation and procedures form the institutional and legal environment
for development of the Bulgarian film industry.

Regulatory framework at national level

Two periods of building the current national institutional framework are distin-
guished:

¢ The 1990s, when the legal framework of the sector has been amended on
more than one occasion, partially though: for example automatic subsidizing
of coproductions was introduced at the time (1994).

¢ This decade, when an integral specialized regulatory framework started be-
ing developed. Over the decade, Bulgarian culture obtained its own sector
law, the Law on Protection and Development of Culture (1999, in force as
of 2000), while in 2003 a special law on Bulgarian cinema was passed: the
Film Industry Act.

The audiovisual sector and in particular, the audiovisual goods and services
have dual cultural and economic nature and their regulation is a projection
of the entire economic infrastructure. So, in view of the considerable number
of legal instruments intended for the sector, the legislation at national level
should be divided into direct and indirect pertaining to its impact.

The direct legislative instruments, providing the main structures of organiza-
tion, management and financing are as follows:

e The Law on Protection and Development of Culture (1999), where for the
first time ever the term “producership in culture” has been introduced and all
forms of funding have been provided, as well as the equality of public and
private subjects in regard to state support.

e The Film Industry Act (2003, recently amended in 2009), which provides for
a stable environment of development of the national film industry through
projects and indirect measures, facilitating the overall process of making a
film production, from the idea to the promotion. The financial stability is guar-
anteed by the mechanism set in Article 17, under which the amount of the
annual subsidy shall not be less than the total of the previous-year average
budgets of 7 feature films, 14 full-length documentaries and 160 minutes



animation respectively. Under the Film Industry Act the Bulgarian National
Film Center was transformed into an Executive Agency with an information
office under the MEDIA program as well as seven public registers.

¢ The Radio and Television Law (1998) regulates the functioning of public and
commercial radio and TV broadcasters. As regards the national audiovisual
policy, here a framework is set of several important regulatory and protec-
tionist measures: the share of broadcasting time of European works and
those made by independent producers, as well as the obligation of the public
broadcaster, the Bulgarian National Television (BNT) to support the making
and exhibition of national audiovisual production with no less than 10% of
the subsidy for the (BNT) slated for making of Bulgarian TV films. In 2009,
changes and amendments to the Radio and Television Law were passed
along with such to the related to it

e Electronic Communications Act (2007). The amendments are related to the
development of a new regulatory framework, indispensable for the introduc-
tion of digital television in Bulgaria. As a result, in the early 2010, the Council
for Electronic Media (a national regulator) launched a procedure to issue
digital licenses for TV channels with national coverage.

e The Copyright and Neighboring Rights Act (1993) recently amended in 2009,
sets the framework for the market of intellectual products and the non-prop-
erty and property rights relating to these. Film industry is a chain of authors,
creating value on a number of differentiated, though related markets and this
Act protects and unites the creators also through the opportunity to establish
collective bodies of managing the rights, both copyright and neighboring
rights (Filmautor, Artistautor, ProPhon, etc.).

¢ A natural and important extension of the previous law is The Act on Adminis-
trative Regulation of the Manufacture and Trade in Optical Disks, Stampers
and Other Storage Media Loaded with Subject Matter of Copyright and
Neighboring Rights (2005, recently amended in 2009), which sets the repro-
ducing, distribution, import and export of disks, stampers and other storage,
loaded with subject matter of copyright and neighboring rights. The Act es-
tablishes a certificate regime pertaining to the commissioning of production
of stampers with recordings and reproducing on optical or other storage
loaded with subject matter of copyright and neighboring rights, as well as to
the deals in acquiring rights to reproduce and/or distribute, all of these being
activities relating to the distribution channels of audiovisual media products
and accounting for the modern technological changes in the distribution of
audiovisual services.



The indirect regulatory framework of Bulgaria’s film industry is related to: The
Commerce Act (1991, recently amended in 2009), under which the legal enti-
ties, engaged in the producing, distribution, exhibition, promotion of film pro-
duction are registered; The Protection of Competition Act (1998), which is of
growing importance in the context of the European single market, moreover,
because of the specifics of film products, which are a ,cultural exception”, but
equally are part of a liberal economic environment. Indirectly regulatory are
also the laws related to social security and the payment of those working in
the sector.

The national audiovisual industry and the acquis communautaire

Being part of the EU, the Bulgarian audiovisual sector is also influenced by
a regulatory framework at a supranational level, even though the principle of
subsidiary is the leading one in the field of culture. Through the EU primary
legislation (for example, the Establishing Treaty of the Union, under which cin-
ema is identified as a “cultural exception” and rules are set for all the sectors)
as well as through the main instruments of the EU secondary legislation, such
as directives and recommendations, national harmonization at a community
level is obtained. In fact, audiovision is a projection of the entire economic in-
frastructure (which falls also within the scope of liberalization of the exchange
of goods and services on the single European market) and the European leg-
islation related to the uniting of the market and the fisc, encouraging of new
technologies, but, equally, retaining the cultural specifics of the product, is best
developed in this field. The institutional framework at an European level, major
to Bulgarian national audiovisual industry as well, contains as follows: The
Audiovisual Media Services directive (2007), which came to replace the TV
Without Frontiers, the European Convention on Cinematographic Co-produc-
tion (1992) ratified in Bulgaria in 2004 and the European Convention for the
Protection of Audiovisual Heritage (2001).




FILM EDUCATION

The university film education in Bulgaria started in 1973, when the Cinema De-
partment of the National Academy for Theatre, transformed later into a Screen
Arts Faculty, has been established. Previously, there were few schools that
provided basic training in photography and cinema. Currently, there are two
state universities and a private one as well as a private college that provide
film education in Bulgaria.

THE NATIONAL ACADEMY FOR THEATRE & FILM ARTS, SOFIA
* Film & TV Directing and Animation Department
* Film & TV Cinematography and Photography Department
* Dramaturgy & Film & TV Critical Studies Department

The Screen Arts Faculty’s initial degree programs were opened in 1973. The
curriculum in the faculty combines professional training with studies in the
liberal arts. Students are provided with a variety of creative experiences, from
basic to advanced, in both the conceptual and production phases of film, TV
and video products, classical and computer animation.

Electives in the liberal arts are required of all students to ensure that they have
the background necessary for participation in a profession that influences at-
titudes, opinions and ways of thinking in every aspect of human experience.

The Screen Arts Faculty is an active member of CILECT and has a represent-
ative in its Executive Council. The teaching staff features the most outstand-
ing Bulgarian directors, screenwriters, cinematographers, editors, designers,
photographers and critics, having numerously demonstrated their high artistic
achievements both in the country and abroad. They not only share their expe-
rience but develop their own curricula in the subject areas they teach, provid-
ing an individual artistic and methodological approach.

The departments have developed the following programs: Bachelor Programs
Film and TV Directing, Film and TV Editing, Animation, Film and TV Cinema-
tography, Photography, Film & TV Critical Studies, and Playwriting and Screen-
writing; Master Programs Screen Arts Management and Film and TV Arts




SOUTH-WEST UNIVERSITY, BLAGOEVGRAD
o Television and TV Arts Department

The Television and TV Arts Department was established in 1991. The offered
professional education adheres to world standards and is related to working in
close cooperation with unique filmmakers and highly skilled technicians. Tak-
ing personal initiative is in great demand and is highly praised with its develop-
ment being the constant goal of the teaching staff.

The department has developed the following Bachelor and Master Programs:
Film and TV Editing, Film and TV Directing and Film and TV Cinematogra-

phy.

NEW BULGARIAN UNIVERSITY, SOFIA
¢ Cinema, Advertising and Show Business Department

Cinema, Advertising and Show Business Department was established in
1994. It is a community of the teachers in the spheres of Dramaturgy, Direct-
ing, Camerawork, Fine Arts, Design, Animation, Digital Imaging Devices, Pho-
tography, Advertising, as well as other professionals, related to the creative
process of realization and analysis of the film and other visual arts and their
application in advertising. The department organizes cinema festivals and ex-
hibitions, where it presents the work of its teachers and students.

The created within the university audiovisual works of art are periodically ex-
hibited at internal, national and international forums. The results of the public
activities of the department are widespread within the professional, academic
and cultural circles. A number of publications in the central press evidence
the warm welcoming of the films, exhibitions and works, created within the
department.

The department has developed the following programs: Bachelor Program
Visual Arts, modules: Cinema and television, Animation cinema, Advertising,
Photography, Graphic design; Master Programs Film and Television Art, Ani-
mation Directing, Graphic and Spatial Design; Cinema Dramaturgy; Doctoral
Program Graphic design.

SCREEN ARTS COLLEGE, SOFIA

The Screen Arts College was established in 1998. After the completion of its
two-year programs in Film, TV, Photography, and Animation, students are to
be enrolled as junior students at the Cinema, Advertising and Show Business
Department’s program of New Bulgarian University, Sofia.



STATE SUPPORT

State support is provided by the Bulgarian National Film Center for develop-
ment of scripts of fiction, documentary and animated works, for film projects,
for production, distribution and promotion at international festivals of feature-
length and short fiction, documentary and animated films, as well as for hold-
ing film festivals and other film events. The support is allocated to film projects,
selected by a National Commission of experts on a competitive basis. The
state support for the film industry secures at least 30% of the average budget
and no more than 50% of the budget of the respective work (up to 80% for
low-budget films), while in the field of distribution and promotion, up to 50% of
the budget of the project.

International coproductions with Bulgarian participation are also eligible to
state support. The amount of the state support for projects, which is spent in
the territory of Bulgaria, shall be no less than 75% of the slated funds, pro-
vided by the Bulgarian National Film Center. The National Film Council is au-
thorized to set annually a higher expenditure rate, but no more than 80%. The
persons, who have been granted state support for projects, render accounts to
the Bulgarian National Film Center by virtue of the contracts concluded under
the Obligations and Contracts Act.

Each year, two competition sessions are held to allocate support to fiction,
documentary and animated films and four sessions to allocate support for in-
ternational coproductions.

Pursuant to the Film Industry Act, the funds from the budget of the Bulgarian
National Film Center are distributed as follows: 80% for film production; 10%
for distribution; 5% for international promotion and holding of film festivals; 5%
for special projects, assigned to the Ministry of Culture.

With the Bulgarian National Film Center’s financial support in 2009, 5 fea-
ture films, 11 feature documentaries, 17 middle-length documentaries (up to
58 min), 6 animation shorts, 1 short fiction, 1 four-part TV series, 3 minority
feature film coproductions were made. There are 3 feature films financed in-
dependently.

The Bulgarian National Film Center financed in 2009 the production of 12 new
feature films, 1 animation feature, 19 documentaries, 12 animation shorts, 1
short fiction, 1 TV movie, 1 six-part documentary TV series, 5 minority feature
film coproductions, 4 minority documentary feature-length coproductions.



Public funding for Bulgarian film industry (in BGN; 1 BGN=0.51129 euros)

Film projects by category 2007 2008 2009
Distribution & exhibition 178 542 229 142 312620
Festivals & promotion 244 031 548 737 706 172
Film production 6 177 447 10 122 121 10 784 120
National film production 4 232 806 8752160 7593 850

* Feature films 3 149 406 7 631800 5022 400
» Documentaries 824 600 907 800 1741280
* Animation 258 800 212 560 830170
Minority coproductions 640 000 606 300 686 230
TV Coproductions 639 641 272 511 221480
Project Development 168 000 148 950 544 560
First movies 497 000 342 200 1738 000
TOTAL 6 600 020 10 900 000 11 802 912
Source: Bulgarian National Film Center, 2010.
Average film budgets (in BGN; 1 BGN=0.51129 euros)
2007 2008 2009
Feature film 1773034 1970 157 1692 673
Documentary 147 958 151 246 131 230
Animation per minute 10 121 10617 11605
Source: Bulgarian National Film Center, 2010.
Non-national feature film productions shot in Bulgaria (2009)
Title of the film Producer Director Nationality Bt I%;p;ﬂg;t)ures
Battle Production Lorenzo
CRUSEADS LLC Senatore US/BG 566 010
UNIVERSAL SOLDIER .
_ ANEW BEGINNING New Image Bulgaria | John Hyams us 7953 373
THE WAY BACK Spitfire Pictures LLC Peter Weir US/BG 7841671
UNDISPUTED 3 New Image Bulgaria Isaac us 1948 981
: : Florentine
FROST GIANT Arctio Production | victor Garcia | USIBG 551016
ANDRE MATHIEU-
LE DERNIER DES Film Mathieu INC. Luc Dionne Canada 202 073
ROMANTIQUES
AO LE DERNIER Jacques
NEANDERTAL UGCYM Malaterre | | 'nCe 2427 364
LAKE PLACID 3 LP3 Productions LLC |  Steven First US/IBG 712198
FOSSILS Imerint Praducions | kol Ferguson |  USIBG 461054
Humanoid Matt Laurence
MORLOCKS Productions LLC Codd US/BG 573 506

Source: Bulgarian National Film Center, 2010.




\"A FILM DISTRIBUTION

Over the first decade of the 21t c., a steady upward trend in the Bulgarian
cinema box office has been witnessed. But strikingly even at first sight, this
rise is not due to a growing number of viewers. In fact, the number of Bulgarian
viewers has reached its highest level over the recent decade (some 3.12 mil-
lion) in 2004. The reason for the slump by some 20% in the attendance during
the next year was in the closure of 14 movie theatres that have been run by
the privatised in 2001 Sofia Film company, which was declared insolvent in
2004. In the same year, however, the receipts were down by less than 10%.
The main reason is in the ever-growing average price of cinema tickets. The
most serious argument about this is that the old single-screen theatres have
been replaced by modern multiplexes. Designed with far better standards of
comfort, these, most naturally, necessitate higher prices.

Thus, against a backdrop of stagnation in the number of viewers, who both in
the early and late first decade of the 215t ¢. amount to some 3 millions, the rise
in the receipts is due, mostly, to an increase in the average price of the tickets.
Over this period it has doubled: from some 2 euros in the early first decade of
the 21t c. up to an average of 4 euros in 2009. Thus, the total receipts in 2009
as compared to those in 2002 have risen three times higher.

A significant factor for the continuous growth in the number of viewers and the
receipts of the theatres has also to be taken into consideration: the gradual
annual increase in the number of the distributed films: from 98 in 2002 to 143
film premieres in 2009. This is a result of the improved conditions in the thea-
tres, while in order to attract more spectators they programme more different
titles on their bills. The second reason for the significant growth in the receipts,
especially over the recent couple of years, is in that an ever-increasing part of
the tickets are sold for premieres of 3D works. The number of such tickets is
rising continuously, while their prices are by 30 to 40% higher. For example,
the Top 20 films of 2009 include 7 exhibited in 3D, which are ranked first, sec-
ond, seventh, tenth, twelfth, thirteenth and fifteenth respectively. This is also
the main reason for the disproportion between the increase in the audiences
and that in the receipts in 2009 as compared to 2008. If the spectators saw an
increase by little more than 20%, the box office grew by 42%.

As early as the first quarter of 2010 this trend is furthered by the triumphant
march of Avatar and the brilliant results of the 3D Alice in Wonderland.



Top 20 Bulgarian releases of non-Bulgarian films (1998-2010)

. . . Box Office Date of

Film Distributor Admission (in BGN) Release

1 | AVATAR ALEXANDRA 471139 5322300 18 Dec 09

2 | ICEAGE3 ALEXANDRA 237 589 2551156 03 July 09

3 | TITANIC DUGA 431219 1865 269 27 Mar 98
ALICE IN FORUM FILM

4 WONDERLAND BULGARIA 112 341 1228 131 05 Mar 10
2012 ALEXANDRA 160 547 1180 339 13 Nov 09
TROY ALEXANDRA 289708 1172 371 14 May 04
THE LORD OF THE

7 | RINGS: THE RETURN ALEXANDRA 223622 951 151 09 Jan 04
OF THE KING
INDIANA JONES AND

8 | THE KINGDOM OF THE PROOPTIKI 133 237 924 810 23 May 08
CRYSTAL SKULL

9 | EPISODE | DUGA 222 208 913 352 17 Sept 99

10 | CLASH OF THE TITANS ALEXANDRA 76 096 860 433 09 Apr 10

11 | ANGELS AND DEMONS ALEXANDRA 115975 845 300 15 May 09

12 | ARMAGEDDON SUNNY 215 886 842 807 28 Aug 98

13 | MATRIX RELOADED ALEXANDRA 212909 836 652 23 May 03

14 | THE MATRIX ALEXANDRA 197 963 830 467 03 Sept 99
STAR WARS:

15 EPISODE 3 ALEXANDRA 150 298 777 152 19 May 05
PIRATES OF THE

16 | CARIBBEAN: SUNNY 132 462 771503 24 May 07
AT THE WORLD'S END

17 | DAVINCI CODE ALEXANDRA 144 253 759 061 19 May 06
PIRATES OF THE

18 | CARIBBEAN: DEAD SUNNY 146 326 748916 12 July 06
MAN’'S CHEST

19 | GLADIATOR SUNNY 182 402 727 263 04 Aug 00

20 | 300 ALEXANDRA 119 482 688 487 23 Mar07

Source: Bulgarian National Film Center, 2010.

*1 BGN=0.51129 euros




Top 20 Bulgarian releases of Bulgarian films (1998-2010)

. . .. Box Office Date of
Film Distributor Admission (in BGN) Release
| MISSION LONDON A+ 46 291 355 120 16 Apr 10
2. | DZIFT ALEXANDRA 35166 255896 | 28 Sept08
THE WORLD
IS BIG AND
3. | SALVATION ‘)LA'%AE‘QSRTA 30589 168087 | 100ct08
LURKS AROUND
THE CORNER
MVM INTER-
4. | EASTERN PLAYS i 19567 113298 16 Oct 09
5. | FORECAST ALEXANDRA 12425 88722 17 Apr 09
FLY WITH
6. | ROSONANT ALEXANDRA 13668 84 983 10 Nov 07
| MILAFROMMARS | ALEXANDRA 20563 83295 28 Jan 05
8. | SEAMSTRESSES BDK 9506 52 645 12 Oct 07
TIME FOR
9 | o NIKE | 13574 38781 23 Mar 07
10. | U'S REVOLT PRO FILMS 9544 36616 | 22Sept06
11. | STOLEN EYES KANINA FILM 10005 35193 | 09 Sept05
12. | SPANISH FLY DUGAART 11751 31898 30 Jan 98
13. | HINDEMITH BDK 4426 29011 21 Nov 08
LETTER TO
4, | pren FX CINEMA 6156 20 202 02 Mar 01
TORNADO
15. | DAN KOLOV Ly 4498 16 021 23 Jul 99
16. | EMIGRANTS FX CINEMA 4229 15 541 21 Feb 03
17. | LADY?Z BOE&’AGH 4305 14 847 02 Dec 05
18. | DEVIL'S TALE Dugm\RT 3062 13 342 23 Nov 01
MONKEYS IN
19, | WTER VAN KRIS 2368 12751 09 Feb 07
DUGAART/
20. | WAGNER i 3960 12474 19 Mar 99
Source: Bulgarian National Film Center, 2010. *1 BGN=0.51129 euros



2009 Theatrical distribution

5 2 g 8= s | 8= | 8=
2 e8| § | 52 |si| 85| 5
2 A 3£ | Ted| 25| &%
1 | ALEXANDRA 52 1640 771 13929 798 36.4 54.9 57.2
2 | PROOPTIKI 29 539 068 4049702 20.3 18.0 16.6
3 | SUNNY FILMS 16 277738 2310952 11.2 9.3 9.5
4 | TANDEM " 231099 1890 699 .7 7.7 7.8
5 | FORUM FILM 13 183 802 1419530 9.1 6.2 5.8
6 | A+FILMS 5 51628 399 167 35 1.7 1.6
7 | PROFILMS 4 13637 99 191 28 0.5 0.4
8 m\'f'l\élRNATIONAL 1 15599 98 414 0.7 05 04
9 | ARTFEST 4 25 564 97 266 2.8 0.9 0.4
10 | RADIVISION 4 4113 29879 28 0.1 0.1
11 | BIG BANG 1 1497 9412 0.7 0.1 0.0
12 | BOROUGH FILMS 1 1398 8945 0.7 0.0 0.0
13 | BDK 2 697 7200 1.4 0.0 0.0
TOTAL 143 2986 611 24 350 153
Source: Bulgarian National Film Center, 2010. *1 BGN=0.51129 euros
Theatrical industry trend
Year Releases Admissions B(:):é)g;lc:)e ﬁ:,i?::;ag: ts“é(;; +-
2002 98 2015735 8717 074 432 +2.7
2003 17 3045 451 12 005 343 3.94 +37.7
2004 118 3120 088 12592 151 4.04 +4.7
2005 125 2421871 11661 250 4.81 -14
2006 157 2362 149 11 956 716 5.06 +2.5
2007 137 2398193 14 020 755 5.85 +17.3
2008 137 2434 530 17 120 941 7.03 +22.1
2009 143 2986 611 24 350 153 8.15 +42.2
Source: Bulgarian National Film Center, 2010. *1 BGN=0.51129 euros



2009 Theatrical Distributor Shares
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VA CINEMAS

Over the last decade, the number of cinema theatres in Bulgaria has signifi-
cantly decreased. In 2002 there were 202 screens with 71313 seats, but in
2009 the number of screens went down to 104 with 22657 seats (including 7
Multiplexes with 74 screens and 14042 seats) or the cinema theaters totaled
27. The real number of cinema theaters in Bulgaria in 2009, excluding these
in the Multiplexes, reached a historical low of 20 cinemas with 8615 seats,
situated in 14 towns.

By the beginning of this decade most of the cinema theaters in Bulgaria (90%)
were state-run. With the privatization of the Sofia Film, Bulgaria’s biggest cin-
ema chain, most of the state-run cinema theatres were acquired by private
companies or owners. Among the reasons for the slump in the number of
cinema theaters in 2004 (56 screens with 19076 seats) is the closure of the
Sofia Film cinema chain, being declared insolvent in the same year, and the
snowballing closure of cinema theatres in a number of smaller towns for eco-
nomic reasons.

Interestingly, in the second half of the decade, starting from 2005 (104 screens
with 21350 seats) a relative increase in the number of cinema halls was wit-
nessed. It is not due to the fact that new cinema theatres have opened doors,
rather because the closed old single-screen cinemas have been replaced by
modern multiplexes with 6, 8 or more screens. It was in 2005, when most of
the small cinema theatres closed for good, that, in Sofia, the second Multi-
plex of the Alexandra Group, the Arena Cinemas chain opened doors with
15 screens each (a total of 5992 seats). Over the following years, the Arena
Cinemas chain expanded with two other multiplexes: in the Mall of Varna with
8 screens (1177 seats), in the Mall of Stara Zagora with 6 screens (946 seats),
one Arena Cinema in Veliko Tarnovo with 3 screens (309 seats) and another
one Arena Cinema in the Central Mall of Pleven with 1 screen (133 seats).

Though almost no public investments have been made in the opening of new
cinemas and the number of cinemas has decreased by half, in the recent
years a growing number of new multiplexes with more than 8 screens opened
doors as well as new cinemas with several screens.

In Plovdiv two cinemas were closed down, renovated and reopened by a
new operator in the early 2005 under new names Lucky with 3 screens (348
seats) and Flamingo with 4 screens (377 seats). By the end of 2006, a new
6-screen Cineplex theatre opened doors in the Sofia City Center shopping
center (1367 seats). At the same time the first IMAX screen (404 seats) was
opened in the Mall of Sofia as part of the Cinema City chain with still other 12

screens (2470 seats).



In 2009, yet another multiplex opened doors: the second Cinema City in the
Mall of Plovdiv with 11 screens and 1686 seats. Two new cinemas started
functioning in the country with one of them belonging to the Arena Cinemas
chain. Now there are only 14 single-screen cinemas left. There are still 6 cin-
emas in small towns, all of which do not yet have the necessary scanners for
the new analogue track (Cyan Dye Track), which has, since January 1t 2005,
been used in 90% of the released films.

On the other hand, the number of Digital screens increases reaching 40 in the
early 2010.

In April 2010, two new multiplexes of the Arena Cinemas are expected to open
doors: in The Mall (Sofia) with 10 screens (1794 seats) and in the Grand Mall
of Varna with 8 screens (1897 seats). In this way, the cinema theatres in Bul-
garia in the beginning of 2010 reached a total of 29 cinemas with 122 screens
(26348 seats).

In 2009, Bulgarian Multiplexes were visited by 2204639 viewers, which is
73.82% of all the viewers, who have paid admission fees totaling 18895124
BGN (9660923 euros). This amount represents almost 77.60% of the GBO
in all cinemas. In 2009, the viewers in cinema theaters in Bulgaria totaled
2986611 with 24350153 BGN (12450035 euros) in revenues.

There are five Bulgarian cinemas that are members of the Europa Cinemas
network. These are Cinema Lumiere, Sofia (352 seats); Cinema House, Sofia
(284 seats); Euro Cinema, Sofia (84 seats) and the 6-screen Cineplex in So-
fia (1367 seats); Hall Europe (230 seats), located in the Festival Complex in
Varna. The Europa Cinemas network seats total 2317.

Screens, including those in multiplexes (2002—10)

Year Number of screens Nuicicidotal Seats
screens
2002 202 0 71373
2003 194 0 74393
2004 56 0 19076
2005 104 2 21350
2006 12 2 24 923
2007 14 2 25301
2008 95 12 21425
2009 104 22 22 657
2010 122 40 26 348

Source: Bulgarian National Film Center, 2010.



Cinemas, including multiplexes, 2010

Cinemas with Number of cinemas Number of screens Seats
1 screen 14 14 2472
2 screens 3 6 5109
3-5 screens 3 10 1034
6-7 screens 2 12 2313
8-11 screens 4 37 6 554
12-15 screens 3 43 8 866
29 122 26 348
Source: Bulgarian National Film Center, 2010.
Cinemas, excluding multiplexes, 2010
Screens Cinemas Town Seats
5 4 Sofia 4662
2 1 Varna 980
2 1 Gabrovo 85
1 1 Shumen 750
1 1 Targovishte 52
9 4 Plovdiv 871
1 1 Blagoevgrad 234
1 1 Burgas 293
1 1 Sevlievo 49
3 1 Veliko Tarnovo 309
1 1 Yambol 78
1 1 Dimitrovgrad 49
1 1 Mezdra 70
1 1 Pleven 133
30 20 14 8615
Source: Bulgarian National Film Center, 2010.
Multiplexes with 6 and more screens (2008 — April 2010)
Year Number G 2 Number of screens Seats
with 8 and more screens
2008 6 63 12 356
2009 7 74 14 042
2010 9 92 17 733

Source: Bulgarian National Film Center, 2010.




Multiplexes with 6 and more screens, 2010

Screens Site Town Seats Opening date
15 Cinema Arena Zapad Sofia 3020 4 Apr 03
15 Cinema Arena Mladost Sofia 2972 19 May 05
13 Cinema City (Mall of Sofia) Sofia 2874 13 July 06
" Cinema City (Mall of Plovdiv) Plovdiv 1686 3 Sept 09
10 Cinema Arena (The Mall) Sofia 179% 21 Apr 10
8 Cinema Arena (Mall of Varna) Varna 1177 12 June 08
8 Cinema Arena (Grand Mall) Varna 1897 tbd 2010
6 Cineplex (Sofia City Center) Sofia 1367 5 Dec 06
6 Cinema Ar;ggao(rl\élfll of Stara ZSat:c:r:\a 946 1 Jan 08
92 9 4 17733
Source: Bulgarian National Film Center, 2010.
5 most successful cinemas according to attendance in 2009
Multiplex Town / Screen Admissions
Cinema Arena Zapad Sofia/15 screens 687 506
Cinema Arena Miadost Sofia/15 screens 512954
Cinema Arena (Mall of Varna) Varna/8 screens 487 261
Cinema City (Mall of Plovdiv) Plovdiv/11 screens 264 200
Cinema City (Mall of Sofia) Sofia/13 screens 252718
TOTAL 2204 639
TOTAL GBO (in BGN) 18 895 124

Source: Bulgarian National Film Center, 2010.

*1 BGN=0.51129 euros




\"/| FESTIVALS

Several national and international festivals are held on a yearly basis (except
for the Golden Rose and the Golden Rhyton, which are held on a biennial
basis).

SOFIA INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL

Sofia International Film Festival is the leading film event in Bulgaria and one of
the most high-profile festivals in Central East Europe. It is accredited by FIAPF
as competitive festival for first and second films. The SIFF familiarizes the lo-
cal audiences with the best recent works of the world cinema and presents
new Bulgarian and regional films to international audiences.

Since 2004 significant part of the festival is the Sofia Meetings coproduc-
tion market (pitching for feature film projects and showcasing Bulgarian and
regional films).

Venue place and date: Sofia, March; Submission deadline: mid November

FILM PALACE FEST

Film Palace Fest is the biggest and the most high-profile event, presenting
max. 45-minute films of all genres in Bulgaria. It is organized in collaboration
with and the support of the Ministry of Culture, the Bulgarian National Film
Center, the Municipality of Balchik and the Palace in Balchik.

This is the first single event featuring short films in Bulgaria, which is financed
under the EU MEDIA program and under the EC Youth in Action program.

Venue place and date: Balchik, June; Submission deadline: March

FILMINI

FILMINI International Short Film Festival is a competitive festival of short films.
It aims to contribute to the promotion and production of arthouse short films,
and to develop a spirit of friendship and cooperation among filmmakers from
all over the world.

The festival program includes several competitions of short films as well as
non-competitive film programs, retrospections.

Venue place and date: Sofia, October, Submission deadline: late July



LOVE IS FOLLY INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL

Love Is folly is a competitive international film festival. It is held on a yearly
basis in the coastal city of Varna. In terms of its genre, the Festival is oriented
towards dramas and comedies, melodramas and romances.

Venue place and date: Varna, late August — early September; Submission
deadline: early June

FESTIVAL OF EUROPEAN CO-PRODUCTIONS

A non-competitive international film festival held on a yearly basis both in So-
fia, at the National Palace of Culture and in another city, which is different each
year. The festival promotes new works made by at least two countries of which
one is necessarily a EU member state.

Venue place and date: Sofia, late May — early June; Submission deadline: mid
April

THE CINEMANIA WORLD FILM PANORAMA

The Cinemania started in 1987 as a World Film Panorama. The main program
presents leading European cinemas. Part of the program includes the most
interesting events in the field of the independent American cinema. Significant
film titles of national cinematographies that are less popular in Bulgaria pre-
vail. The Cinemania presents also retrospections (of Yasudjiro Ozu, Milos For-
man, Miroslav Ondricek, Krzysztof Kieslowski, Jacques Demy, etc.), portraits
of celebrities of the present and the past (Sven Nykvist, Robert Altman, Carlos
Saura, Mormarev Bros., prominent Bulgarian scriptwriters). On the sidelines
of the fest, other events are held, such as premieres of books by popular film-
makers, round-table-talks and seminars.

The main purpose of the fest is rendered obvious in the very phrasing of the
event: Cinemania International Film Panorama. The accent is put on the se-
lection and geography of the offered films. The idea is the Bulgarian specta-
tors to get familairised in a fortnight with the most essential of the films that
have been made in the last 2 or 3 years, winners at European and world film
festivals.

Venue place and date: Sofia, November — December; Submission deadline:
non competitive




GOLDEN CHEST INTERNATIONAL TELEVISION FESTIVAL

The Golden Chest International TV Festival is a competitive event. The works
compete in four categories.

The Golden Chest International Television Festival is one of the earliest and
most prestigious international festivals in Europe. It was founded in 1968 on
the initiative of “Television Drama” Department of the Bulgarian National Tel-
evision.

The festival focuses on the genre of television drama, which has changed in
terms of form and contents over the years, from the specific character of televi-
sion drama to television films and serials.

The Golden Chest International Television Festival is one of the few venues
in South-East Europe, where international artists can meet and discuss their
ideas and experience.

Venue place and date: Plovdiv, September/October; Submission deadline: to
be confirmed

GOLDEN ROSE

The Golden Rose Festival of Bulgarian Feature Films is held at the Festival
and Congress Centre in the coastal city of Varna. The Festival is a competi-
tive one for Bulgarian fiction films. The event is organized by the Bulgarian
National Film Center and the Bulgarian National Television with the support of
the Bulgarian Ministry of Culture and the Municipality of Varna.

Venue place and date: Varna, October; Submission deadline: mid-August

GOLDEN RHYTON

The Golden Rhyton is a biennial national film festival, hosted by the Novotel-
Plovdiv in the city of Plovdiv, in September/October. It is a competitive docu-
mentary and animation film festival, organised by the Bulgarian National Film
Center, the Bulgarian National Television with the support of the Bulgarian
Ministry of Culture and the Municipality of Plovdiv.

Venue place and date: Plovdiv, December; Submission deadline: mid-Octo-
ber




\"/|l AWARD-WINNING BULGARIAN FILMS
AND FILMMAKERS ABROAD

Bulgarian films take part in a number of international festivals and film events.
The pictures that have won prestigious awards over the last couple of years
are given below.

2009

THE WORLD IS BIG AND SALVATION LURKS AROUND THE CORNER (fea-
ture), directed by Stephan Komandarev, 2008

¢ Academy Awards — Bulgarian entry for Foreign Language Oscar (shortlisted)

¢ Festroia International Film Festival — competition; Awards: Best director, Au-
dience award, SIGNIS award

¢ Vilnius International Film Festival — competition; Awards: Best film, Best ac-
tor (Miki Manojlovic)

¢ Minsk International Film Festival — competition; Award: Best film

e Taipei International Film Festival; Award: Audience award

EASTERN PLAYS (feature), directed by Kamen Kalev, 2009
e Cannes International Film Festival — “Directors’ Fortnight”

¢ Tokyo International Film Festival — competition; Awards: Best film, Best di-
rector, Best actor (Hristo Hristov),

e Warsaw International Film Festival — “1 & 2 competition”; Award: Best film
e Sarajevo Film Festival — competition; Award: CICAE Award

¢ International Thessaloniki Film Festival — Balkan Survey

e Tallinn ‘Black Nights’ International Film Festival — competition

e Bratislava International Film Festival — competition

¢ Haifa International Film Festival — competition

e Munich International Film Festival

¢ CineFest International Film Festival, Canada



OMELETTE (short), directed by Nadezhda Koseva, 2009

¢ Sundance Film Festival — competition; Award: Special Jury Award
¢ Sarajevo Film Festival — competition

e International Thessaloniki Film Festival — Balkan Survey

¢ Ro — International Film Festival, Romania; Award: Best short film

e Expresion En Corto International Film Festival, Mexico; Award: Best short
feature film, made by Woman director

DZIFT (feature), directed by Yavor Gardev, 2008

¢ Sofia International Film Festival — competition

¢ International Istanbul Film Festival — competition

e Transilvania International Film festival — competition

¢ Go East International Film Festival Wiesbaden — competition

¢ Vilnius International Film Festival — competition; Award: Best director

¢ Melbourne International Film Festival — official selection

¢ Seoul International Film Festival; Award: Best actor (Zakhari Bakharov)

¢ International Film Festival Wiesbaden; Award: Jury award

THE GO-BETWEEN (short feature), directed by Dragomir Sholev, 2008

¢ Go East International Film Festival Wiesbaden — competition; Award: Sec-
ond award for feature student film, BHF BANK foundation award — best short
film

¢ International Film Festival ,Etuida&Anima”, Krakow; Award: Golden dinosaur
Grand prix

DIVORCE ALBANIAN STYLE (documentary), directed by Adela Peeva, 2006

e Melbourne International Film Festival — official selection

e SEE Film Festival, Los Angeles; Awards: Best film, Audience award



THREE SISTERS AND ANDREY (animation), directed by Boris Despodov,
2008

¢ International Film Festival BALKANANIMA, Bucharest; Award: Grand Prix

SMALL TALKS (feature), directed by Ivan Pavlov, 2007

e International Film Festival “Zolotoy Vitjaz”, Moscow; Awards: Best director
— special diploma, Best supporting actor (Yuri Angelov)

PLAN FOR REVENGE (short fiction), directed by Konstantin Burov, 2008,
e International Film Festival “Zolotoy Vitjaz”, Moscow; Award: Diploma

THE AIR ACE (animation), directed by Svilen Dimitrov, 2008

e Go East International Film Festival Wiesbaden — competition; Award: Best
experimental and animation film

MY WEE NOTHING (feature), directed by Docho Bodjakov, 2007

e International Film Festival Berdjansk; Award: Best actress (Yoanna Buko-
vska)

HINDEMIT (feature), directed by Andrey Slabakov, 2008
e International Film Festival Kluj; Award: Best comedy script

GOLESHOVO (documentary), directed by llian Metev, 2008

e International Film Festival ,Etuida&Anima”, Krakow; Awards: Special diplo-
ma, Student jury award

CRAYFISH (feature), directed by Ivan Cherkelov, 2009
¢ Karlovy Vary International Film Festival — East of the West competition
¢ Moscow International Film Festival — competition

THE GOAT (feature), directed by Georgi Djulgerov, 2009
¢ International Film Festival Cottbus

BIRDS OF HEAVEN (short feature), directed by Kristina Grozeva, 2009
e International Film Festival Cottbus



WITH EXTREME CRUELTY (documentary), directed by Rosen Elezov, 2006
e Festival of European Documentary, London

MOSQUITO PROBLEM AND OTHERS STORIES (documentary),directed by
Andrey Paounov, 2007

e International Film Festival “Zolotoy Vitjaz", Moscow

CRAZY DAY (feature), directed by Silvia Pesheva, 2004
¢ ASEM International film festival, Hanoi

2010

EASTERN PLAYS (feature), directed by Kamen Kalev, 2009
¢ Palm Springs International Film Festival

e Trieste International Film Festival; Awards: CEl Award

e Vilnius "Ecrans d'Hiver" IFF

e Miami International Film Festival

e International Sofia Film Festival; Awards: Best Bulgarian picture, Special
Jury Award

¢ Anger International Film Festival, Award: Grand Prix

¢ Mons International Film Festival; Award: Best European film

THE WORLD IS BIG AND SALVATION LURKS AROUND THE CORNER (fea-
ture), directed by Stephan Komandarev, 2008

¢ Palm Springs International Film Festival; Awards: runner-up for the audience
award

¢ Fajr International Film Festival, Awards: Crystal Simorgh Special Jury Prize




INSTITUTIONS

BULGARIAN NATIONAL FILM CENTER

The Bulgarian National Film Center is the Executive Agency of the Bulgarian
Ministry of Culture that administrates the implementation of the Cinema Indus-
try Act (CIA). The main functions of the Agency are to finance film production,
film managing, distribution and exhibition of films, to support the promotion of
Bulgarian films in this country and abroad, to keep the register under the CIA,
to stimulate the development of the film culture.

The Bulgarian National Film Center administers producer’s rights of Bulgar-
ian films, when granted such rights under an act or a contract. It represents
Bulgaria at the Board of Management of Eurimages Fund of the Council of Eu-
rope; it is the coordinator for Bulgaria of the European Audiovisual Observa-
tory and of the MEDIA program of the EU.

For the creation, the distribution and the preservation of Bulgarian films the
Bulgarian National Film Center collaborates closely with the Bulgarian Na-
tional Television, the Bulgarian National Film Archives, the Union of Bulgarian
Filmmakers.

The Bulgarian National Film Center is the organizer of Golden Rose Festival
of Bulgarian Feature Films (Varna), and the Golden Rose Documentary and
Animation Film Festival (Plovdiv). Under its initiative and with the efforts of its
team since 1996 the Festival of European Co-productions is held in Sofia.

The most popular recently made films:
e EASTERN PLAYS, directed by Kamen Kalev
¢ DZIFT, directed by Yavor Gyrdev

e THE WORLD IS BIG AND SALVATION LURKS AROUND THE CORNER,
directed by Stefan Komandarev (the Bulgarian entry for foreign language
Oscar)

The Bulgarian National Film Center is an EFP member since May 2005.

NATIONAL FILM ARCHIVE

The Bulgarian National Film Archive is a Member of the International Fed-
eration of Film Archives (FIAF) since 1959. It holds the national film archive,
which consists of about 15000 titles with more than 40000 copies. There are
9528 Bulgarian films (including features, documentaries and animations) and



4348 foreign films from 54 countries. The absolute priority of the Bulgarian
Film Archive is to preserve “the moving pictures” for the posterity.

UNION OF BULGARIAN FILM MAKERS

The Union of Bulgarian Filmmakers is a creative professional organization with
its own contribution to the development of film art and audiovision in Bulgaria
as an active party in the process of devising of all concepts, legislation, models
and decisions, which correspond to the problems of audiovisual culture.

The Union represents its structures and members in international organiza-
tions: FERA, FIPRESCI, ASIFA, CIFEJ, UNI-MEI (EURO-ME).

With its activities the Union of Bulgarian Filmmakers contributes to the devel-
opment and protection of Bulgarian cinema; to the development of the film
theory and film history; to the aesthetic education of the cinemagoers; to ap-
plying of high art criteria.

FILMAUTHOR

Filmautor, established in 1993, is the Bulgarian society for collective manage-
ment of copyrights and the neighboring rights in the audiovisual field. It is a
member of CISAC.

Its members are Bulgarian directors, scriptwriters and cameramen that are
copyright holders under the Bulgarian Copyright and Neighboring Rights Act.
Members are also Bulgarian producers of the audiovisual works.

Filmautor has reciprocal representation agreements with 25 sister societies
from across the world.

NATIONAL CULTURE FUND

The National Culture Fund was established within the framework of the Minis-
try of Culture and started functioning in November, 2000. The National Culture
Fund supports the development of Bulgarian culture through subsidizing dif-
ferent arts, cultural activities and authors. Its main goal is to support the devel-
opment of culture by raising, managing and allotting funds for the purpose of
pursuing the national policy in the field of culture as set forth in the Program of
the Government of the Republic of Bulgaria for the respective period and the
Law on Protection and Development of Culture.



The priorities in the NCF activity are also in compliance with the criteria set
forth in Chapter “Culture & Audio-visual Policy” of the EU Accession Treaty of
Bulgaria.

INSTITUTE FOR CULTURE OF THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

The institute supports and works towards priority delivery of national and inter-
national cultural projects and programs. It offers assistance to Bulgarian dip-
lomatic missions abroad in their effort to expand the bilateral and multilateral
cultural relations and cooperation. It preserves, makes acquisitions and pro-
motes the artwork collection of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic
of Bulgaria. Along with the Diplomatic Institute it delivers training in the area of
cultural diplomacy for young diplomats.

OBSERVATORY OF CULTURAL ECONOMICS

The Observatory of Cultural Economics, Sofia, was established in the early
2008 as and open research platform. Its major mission is to provide sustain-
able support for arts and culture through devising and disseminating economic
and financial analyses and prognoses, facilitating the development of the cul-
tural sector.

The goal of the Observatory of Cultural Economics is to develop and encour-
age the theory and practice of economic analyses in the cultural sector; to act
as a mediator between the arts, society, politicians, researchers, i.e. to foster
the efficient inclusion of the cultural institutions in the processes of building
cultural policies and strategies. For this purpose the Observatory initiates dis-
cussions, develops cultural projects, encourages the establishing of networks
and communities in the field of the economics of culture.




)¢ INTERNATIONAL FILM SUPPORT

MEDIA PROGRAM

Over the past 16 years, MEDIA, the EU’s support program for the European
audiovisual industry, has supported the development and distribution of thou-
sands of films as well as training activities, festivals and promotion projects
throughout the continent. In the period 2001-06, more than half a billion euros
were injected into 8000 projects from over 30 countries.

The new MEDIA 2007 program (2007—-13) is the fourth multi-annual program
since 1991 (previous programs) and has a budget of € 755 million. It simplifies
the program’s administration but certainly not its objectives:

o to strive for a stronger European audiovisual sector, reflecting and respecting
Europe’s cultural identity and heritage;

e to increase the circulation of European audiovisual works inside and outside
the European Union;

¢ to strengthen the competitiveness of the European audiovisual sector by
facilitating access to financing and promoting use of digital technologies.

The MEDIA program is implemented via annual work program. MEDIA 2007 is
divided into five action lines:

e training of professionals;
¢ development of production projects and companies;
e distribution of cinematographic works and audiovisual programs;

e promotion of cinematographic works and audiovisual programs, including
the support for film festivals;

e horizontal actions/pilot projects.

Independent production and distribution companies can apply for development
or distribution funding in the form of grants and interest free loans. Financial
assistance is available for training providers and organisers of markets and
festivals. Practitioners in the audiovisual industry such as producers of film,
television, animation, new media companies, distribution and sales compa-
nies and also ‘enabling’ organisations such as training bodies or film schools,
promotional events or festival organisers.

The official site of the MEDIA is available at: www.ec.europa.eu/media




MEDIA and Bulgaria

Bulgaria is part of MEDIA family since 2002. The MEDIA’s information desk in
Bulgaria was opened in 2003.

Some of the most successful films, supported by MEDIA, are:

¢ DIVORCE ALBANIAN STYLE (documentary), produced by ADELA MEDIA,
directed by Adela Peeva

e THE ONLY LOVE AFFAIRE HEMINGWAY DID NOT WRITE ABOUT (fea-
ture), produced by PROFILM Ltd., directed by Svetoslav Ovcharov

e THE MOSQUITO PROBLEM AND OTHER STORIES (documentary), pro-
duced by AGITPRORP Ltd., directed by Andrey Paounov

¢ CORRIDOR N 8 (documentary), produced by AGITPROP Ltd., directed by
Boris Despodov

MEDIA support for Bulgarian projects

HEliEe (inzg?:?'o) (inzg?]ro) (inzg?ﬁ'o) (inzg(llj?'o)
Training 153 094 80 000 90 000 90 000
Development 260 000 132 802
Distribution 219000 276 363 76 000 155 500
Festivals 32000 35000 50 000 77 963
Promotion 45000 55000 75000 75000
MEDIA International n/a n/a n/a 100 000
TOTAL 695120 446 363 291 000 631 265

Source: MEDIA Desk — Bulgaria, 2010.

EURIMAGES

Eurimages is a cultural support fund established in 1989 within the framework
of the Council of Europe. It currently numbers 34 member states.

Eurimages promotes the European audiovisual industry by providing financial
support to European cinematographic works. In doing so, it encourages coop-
eration between professionals established in different European countries.

The Board of Management defines the policy of the Fund and takes the deci-
sions on support. It is composed of representatives of all member states and
meets four times a year. Eurimages has four support schemes: cinema copro-
duction, theatrical distribution, exhibition and digitisation of answer prints.



A main condition of obtaining Eurimages support is the project to be an inter-
national coproduction between at least two member states. Every coproducer
has to have at least 50% of the financing in place.

The official site of Eurimages is available at: www.coe.int/eurimages

Eurimages and Bulgaria

Bulgaria has been a member of Eurimages since 1993. The state has signed
the European Convention of Cinematographic Coproduction in 2005 and has
bilateral coproduction agreements with France, Italy, Canada and Russia.

Some of the most successful coproductions, supported by Eurimages,
are:

e THE WORLD IS BIG AND SALVATION LURKS AROUND THE CORNER
(feature), coproduced by Bulgaria, Germany, Hungary, and Slovenia, direct-
ed by Stephan Komandarev; shortlisted as the Bulgarian entry for Foreign
Language Oscar’09;

¢ EUROPOLIS: CITY ON THE DELTA (documentary), coproduced by Bulgaria
and Austria, directed by Kostadin Bonev; Golden Rhyton’09 award for best
documentary;

e MY ONLY SUNSHINE (feature), coproduced by Turkey, Greece, and Bul-
garia, directed by Reha Erdem;

e TILT (feature), coproduced by Bulgaria and Germany, directed by Victor
Chuchkov; selected for Cannes IFF’s market screening (2010);

e MISSION LONDON (feature), coproduced by Bulgaria, Hungary, Macedo-
nia, UK, and Sweden, directed by Dimitar Mitovski; selected for Cannes
IFF’s market screening (2010). Its premier weekend screening has reached
the highest level of admission for a national film.
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TV broadcasters, programs, zoning, audiences

e In the period 2000-08, relatively stable dynamism is witnessed in the grow-
ing number of TV broadcasters: from 86 in 2000 up to 119 in 2008 with a
year-on-year increase by 8 or 9 over the last 3 years (Table 1). While ac-
cording to the Public Register of the Council for Electronic Media (CEM) by
March 2010, the registered TV programs total 124; of them, 69 with nation-
wide coverage; 33 with regional coverage and 22 with local coverage.

¢ In terms of hours, the TV program has seen almost double dynamism in
the period under review 2000-08: from 395369 in 2000 up to 747036 by
the end of the period. Once again, the last three years show the highest
dynamism.

Table 1. Licensed and registered TV broadcasters in the period 2000-08

Year 2000 2003 2006 2007 2008
Number of TV 86 98 102 10 119
broadcasters
Programs (h) 395360 | 498091 | 599135 | 661872 | 747036

Source: National Statistical Institute, 2010.

¢ The regional distribution of the TV broadcasters is nonequilibrium, being
concentrated in the South-western region, part of which is Sofia, with the
number of broadcasters amounting to 47 in 2007 and to 55 in 2008, while
the TV broadcasting there accounts for 50% of the total of hours (335995 in
2007 and 398927 in 2008), as seen in Table 2.

Table 2. TV broadcasters per statistical regions in the period 2007—08

2007 2008
Statstalroions | Jurmbar o TV | TV Broadeass | umbar o TV | TV Brondcsts
Countrywide 110 661 872 119 747 036
Northern and South-
eastern Bulgaria
North-western 9 44 301 9 42 667
Central Northern 10 69 900 8 55422




North-eastern 13 71928 13 75648
South-eastern 14 72 335 16 91590

South-western and
Southern Central

Bulgaria
South-western 47 335995 55 398 927
Southern Central 14 67 413 18 82782

Source: National Statistical Institute, 2010.

¢ According to information of the Council for Electronic Media and of the Min-
istry of Culture (provided by the TV broadcasters), the distribution of the
audiences of the TV broadcasters in 2008 retains a relative stability (Table
3). Slight decrease in the relative share of the three leading channels (na-
tionwide broadcasters) is witnessed with the emerging of TV broadcasters
with smaller shares in 2007. Balkan News Corporation (bTV) is the leader
with 36.9% in 2007 and 36.7% in 2008 respectively. Second in terms of au-
dience share ranks the Nova TV with its 17.8% in 2007 and 17.1% in 2008.
Third, but only in 2007 is the public Bulgarian National Television (BNT) with
14.6%, however in 2008 it went down by 1% and the BNT ranks fourth in
terms of its audience share.

Audiovisual Media Services Directive: Broadcasting European works
and productions of independent producers

¢ In conformity with the Directive, encouraging broadcasting of European
works, almost all the TV broadcasters have seen a growth over the recent
couple of years (according to information of the Council for Electronic Media
and of the Ministry of Culture, provided by the TV broadcasters). However,
some of them do not meet the requirement that more than half of all pro-
grams broadcast ought to be European productions (Article 19a of the Radio
and Television Law), maybe because of the wishful nature of the text “where
possible”. The Bulgarian National Television is leading with 87.5% in 2007
and 89% in 2008 (Table 4). According to the same information (which does
cover just a few of the TV broadcasters), the program time share of Euro-
pean productions, made by independent producers, varies between 1.5%
and 22%.




Table 3. TV broadcasters according to the audience share, broadcast European
productions and productions of independent producers (%)

2007 2008
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Balkan News
Corporation (bTV) 36.9 56.5 211 36.7 61.0 219
Nova TV 17.8 65.1 15.1 171 67.1 13.8
Bulgarian National
Television (BNT) 14.6 87.5 10.4 13.6 89.0 1.8
Evropa TV 1.4 30.0 0.5 12.6 42.0 1.5
Bulgaria Cable 9.0 85.0 18.0 14.0 84.0 22.0
Diema 20 55 - 28 5.7 -
Diema Family 1.7 13.6 - 3.2 17.3 -
Diema 2 1.0 2.2 - 0,9 3.1
Tv7 0.7 55.0 8.0 26 52.0 15

Source: Observatory of Cultural Economics, author’s table. According to information provided by
the CEM and the MoC for the period 2007-08

The Bulgarian National Television and Bulgarian TV filmmaking

e Pursuant to Article 71 (2) of the Radio and Television Law, the Bulgarian
National Television supports the making and broadcasting of national audio-
visual production, allotting for new Bulgarian TV film production no less than
10 percent of the support allocated from the national budget for television.

Table 4 is indicative of the degree to which these obligations are met, showing:
the amount of the state subsidy adopted for the BNT budget, used as a basis
for forming funds pursuant to Article 71, paragraph 2 of the Radio and Televi-
sion Law, as well as the amount of the utilized sum according to the reports on
the budget cash performance of the BNT in the period 2007-09.



Table 4. Funds for Filmmaking according to the Budget of the Bulgarian National
Television in the period 2007-09

Funds for Difference between the
tﬁ?::géizf filmmaking, decreed amount of funds
in the BN1¥ adopted for the Budget cash for filmmaking under
Year | budget. used BNT budget performance Article 72, para 2 of the
as agba,sis for pursuant to on Film- Radio and Television
forming funds Article 71, para 2 making Law and the actual cash
for filmgmakin of the Radio and performance on budget
9| Television Law item Filmmaking
1 2 4 5 (5-4=)6
2007 56 000 500 5600 050 5369 384 -230 666
2008 57 766 500 5776 650 3217 821 -2 558 829
2009 61022 880 6102 288 2714032 -3 388 256
Total: -6 177 751

Source: Observatory of Cultural Economics, author’s table. According to information provided by
the Bulgarian National Television in the period 2007-09.

¢ According to information provided by the BNT, the following productions have
been made over the recent two years in conformity with Article 71 (2) of the
Radio and Television Law:

In 2008, 15 own film productions were made: Because God Speaks Bul-
garian (Hristo Chilingirov), The British and the Climate Change (dir Milan
Kuzov), The Basis of the Base (dir Sevda Shishmanova), Lost Neighbours
(dir Hrisimir Danev), There Is Only One God for All People (dir Hristo Chiling-
irov), At the Age of Sixty (dir Damian Serkedjiev), NDE or Stories abut Death
(dir Damian Serkedjiev), Reserve for Gelini (dir Damian Petrov), Bulgarian
Heralds: Meeting in Madrid (dir Milan Kuzov), Estonia’s Signs (dir Nadezhda
Vasileva and Nedialko Danev), The 20" Anniversary of Podkrepa Trade Un-
ion (dir Svetoslav Draganov), Mammy (dir Oleg Kovachev), Prosecutors (dir
Boris Pankin), Good Night and Sweet Repose, Hero (dir Suny Suninski),
Letters from the Balkan Mountains (dir Suny Suninski)

In the same year the following external productions and coproductions
have been made:

e Three documentaries: The Independence Day (dir Hristo Zhivkov), On Dra-
matic Performances (dir Lilia Abadjieva), The Bulgarian Theatricals (dir Ral-
itsa Dimitrova, coproduction with the Bulgarian National Film Center), one
fiction film: The Holy Family (script, dir Krasimir Krumov);



e Six fiction films: Tilt — (script, dir Victor Chuchkov); Which Way Today? (script
Georgi Danailov, dir Rangel Valchanov); Behind the Scenes (script Hristo
Totev, dir Svetoslav Ovcharov); Desert Runner (script, dir Grigor Lefterov);
The Glass River (script Emil Andreev and Krasimir Krumov, dir Stanimir
Trifonov) and The Goat (script Cristin Dimitrova and Georgi Dulgerov; dir
Georgi Dulgerov)

In 2009 the Bulgarian National Television has made 25 own film produc-
tions: Ballad of Subaltern Officers (dir Andrei Apostolov); The Faces of Japan
(dir Hrisimir Danev); The Warlord (dir Hrisimir Danev), Latina (dir Zoia Kasa-
makova); St. Patrick’s Day (dir Miglena Atanasova); Direct Democracy (dir
Marta llieva); Politics.com (dir Elenko Kasaliiski); March 8: Flowers or Prob-
lems (dir Marta llieva); Survival (dir Marta llieva); Campus or Hell (dir Marta
llieva), The World Is A Small Place (dir Daniela Kaneva); Who Is This Kosta
Tsonev (dir Dimiter Sharkov); Asen Peikov: The Bulgarian from Rome (dir
Mari Traianova). Besides, 12 of these are part of the “Mass Reading” project:
The Lord of the Rings; Time of Violence; Le Comte de Monte-Cristo, The Iron
Oil Lamp, The Master and Margarita, Le Petit Prince, East of Eden, Doomed
Souls, Under the Yoke, Tobacco, Cien Afios de Soledad, The Hitchhiker’s
Guide to the Galaxy.

In 2009 the following external productions and coproductions were made:

e The documentaries: Beyond the Barrier (dir. Galina Kraleva), In Situ (dir.
Atanas Dimitrov); Saint Ivan of Rila (dir. lvan Traikov); Bulgaria’s Cultural
Heritage, Part 2 (dir. Boicho Bozhinovski);

e Three documentaries in coproduction with the Bulgarian National Film Cent-
er: The Rules of Single Life (dir Tonislav Hristov); A Stretch of Time: Marin
Goleminov (dir Peter Odadjiev), Europolis: The Town of the Delta (dir Kos-
tadin Bonev);

e Two fiction debuts: Ruth (working title Traffic Counter; script Maria Stankova,
dir Vlado Shishkov) and The Snail’s Brother (script Marin Damianov, dir Ivan
Panev);

e Two fiction coproductions with the NFC: Second Retake (script Georgi
Gospodinov, dir Nadezhda Koseva) and Shelter (script. and dir. Dragomir
Sholev).




) (| CONTACTS OF INSTITUTION,

COMPANIES, AND ORGANIZATIONS

FILM SCHOOLS

The National Academy for Theatre
& Film Arts, Sofia

Screen Arts Faculty

Dean: Prof. Dr. Sc. Lubomir Halatchev
108 A, Rakovski Str.

Sofia 1000, Bulgaria

tel.: (+359 2) 923 12 91

e-mail: lubo_halatchev@yahoo.com

website: www.natfiz.bg

South-West University, Blagoevrad
Television and TV Arts Department
Head: Prof. Zdravko Marinov

room 4503; 66, Ilvan Michailov Str.
Blagoevgrad 2700, Bulgaria

tel.: (+359 73) 88 78 44

e-mail: cinema tv@swu.bg

website: www.swu.bg

PRODUCTION COMPANIES

New Bulgarian University, Sofia
Cinema, Advertising

and Show Business Department

room 404; building 1, 21, Montevideo Str.
Sofia 1618, Bulgaria

Head: Prof. Liudmil Christov

tel.: (+359 2) 811 04 04
e-mail:_Ichristov@nbu.bg

website: www.nbu.bg

Screen Arts College, Sofia

Head: Mr. Slav Edrev

7, Panayot Hitov Str.

Sofia, Bulgaria

tel.: (+359 2) 94543 01, 945 46 25
e-mail: artcollege@mail.orbitel.bg

webite: www.artcollege-bg.com

Adela Media

Mr. Slobodan Milovanovich

3, Babuna Planina Str.

Sofia 1164, Bulgaria

tel.: (+ 359 2) 862 65 72

fax: (+ 359 2) 962 47 89

e-mail: adelamedia@adelamedia.ne
website: www.adelamedia.net

Agitprop

Mrs. Martichka Bozhilova

68, Budapest Str., App.1

Sofia 1202, Bulgaria

tel.: (+ 359 2) 983 14 11

fax: (+ 359 2) 983 19 29
e-mail: producer@agitprop.bg
website: www.agitprop.bg

Andy Film
Mr. Tsvetodar Markov
cell: (+ 359) 898 65 99 45, 888 465 183

e-mail: andyfilm.bg@gmail.com

Art Fest

Mr. Stefan Kitanov

1, Bulgaria Sq.

Sofia 1463, Bulgaria

tel.: (+ 359 2) 916 60 29
fax: (+ 359 2) 916 67 14
e-mail: office@sofiaiff.com

website: www.sofiaiff.com




Ars Digital Studio

Mr. Ivan Tonev

4B, Leonardo Da Vinchi Str.
Sofia 1124, Bulgaria

tel.: (+ 359 2) 846 83 61
tel./fax: (+ 359 2) 846 83 62

e-mail: office@arsdigital.org
website: www.arsdigital.org

Audiovideo Orpheus

Prof. Dr. Sc. Nikolay Lazarov

60, Samokov Blvd.

Sofia 1113, Bulgaria

tel.: (+ 359 2) 866 00 48

fax: (+ 359 2) 865 91 86

e-mail: studio@audiovisual-bg.com

website: www.audiovisual-bg.com

Alex Film

Mr. Alexander Filipov

Hipodruma Complex, Bl. 107, Entr. A, App. 17
Sofia 1612, Bulgaria

cell: (+ 359) 888 39 90 26

e-mail: alex3dfilm@gmail.com

A.S. Film

Mr. Andrey Slabakoff

5, Momina mogila Str.
Sofia 1616, Bulgaria

cell: (+ 359) 887 80 76 68

e-mail: slabakoff@yahoo.com

Act Pic

Mr. Ivan Pavlov

3, Yantra Str.

Sofia 1124, Bulgaria

cell: (+359) 888 31 15 03

tel.: (+ 359 2) 944 83 49
e-mail: ivan_paviov47@abv.bg

Argo Film

Mr. Stephan Komandarev
5, Yantra Str., Entr. B
Sofia 1124, Bulgaria

cell: (+ 359) 878 30 82 38

e-mail: komandarev@abv.bg

B + Film

Mr. Plamen Gerasimov

Dianabad Complex, Bl. 42A, Entr. B
1000 Sofia, Bulgaria

cell: (+ 359) 888 72 34 16

e-mail: rdpgbg@gmail.com

Bulgar Beats

Mrs. Mila Kirova

69, Skobelev Blvd., Fl. 4, App. 8
Sofia 1000, Bulgaria

cell: (+ 359) 887 83 12 90

fax: (+ 359 2) 851 96 94

e-mail: bulgar.beats@gmail.com

website: www.forecastthemovie.com

Bulgaria Film

Mrs. Ivanka Stavrieva

64, Ralevitza Str., Entr. A, App. 4
Sofia 1618, Bulgaria

cell: (+ 359) 898 28 85 37

tel.: (+ 359 2) 854 83 59

Borough Film

Mr. Vladimir Andreev

5, Varbitsa Str.

Sofia 1504, Bulgaria

tel.: (+ 359 2) 946 33 78
e-mail: info@boroughfilm.com

website: www.boroughfilm.com

Caboal Pictures

Mr. Kalin Kalinov

Razsadnika Complex, BI. 65, Entr. A, App.15
Sofia 1330, Bulgaria

cell: (+ 359) 897 81 82 03

tel./fax: (+ 359 2) 929 68 70

e-mail: office@kaboal.com

Camera

Mr. Dimitar Gotchev

48, Shipka Str.

Sofia 1504, Bulgaria

tel.: (+ 359 2) 944 53 22
fax: (+ 359 2) 846 73 84
e-mail: gotchev@camera.bg
website: www.camera.bg




Cherbin

Mr. Malina Petrova

St. Troitza Complex, Bl. 356, FI. 5
Sofia 1309, Bulgaria

cell: (+ 359) 889 99 02 03

e-mail: cherbin@mail.bg

Chouchkov Brothers

Mr. Borislav Chouchkov

6, Shipka Str.

Sofia 1504, Bulgaria

tel.: (+ 359 2) 946 34 10
fax: (+ 359 2) 946 34 11
e-mail: office@ch-bros.com

website: www.ch-bros.com

Cineaste Maudit

Mr. Svetoslav Draganov
Vardar Blvd., Bl. 22 A, Entr. D
Sofia 1330, Bulgaria

cell: (+359) 88837839
tel.: (+ 359 2) 840 17 69
e-mail: cineaste m@abv.bg

website: www.cine-ma.com

Cinemaq

Mr. Ivaylo Penchev

51-55 Krum Popov Str., Entr. B
Sofia 1421, Bulgaria

cell: (+359) 888 61 63 36

tel.: (+ 359 2) 963 30 31

fax: +359 2 865 94 39

e-mail: studio@cinemaq.bg
website: www.cinemaq.bg

Crosspoint

Mr. Vlado Shishkov

27, Slavyanska Str.

Sofia 1000, Bulgaria

tel.: (+ 359 2) 981 40 49, Fax: + 359 2 980 57 86
e-mail: office@crosspoint-bg.com

website: www.crosspoint-bg.com

Deya Sto

Mr. Chavdar Stoyanov

Mladost 1 Complex, Bl.13 A, Entr. 3
Sofia 1750, Bulgaria

cell: (+ 359) 888 92 26 39

e-mail: deyasto@abv.bg

Finfilm

Mrs. Vasela Dancheva

86B, Rakovski Str., App. 11
Sofia 1000, Bulgaria

cell: (+ 359) 899 13 19 62
tel.: (+ 359 2) 944 44 45
e-mail: fin_film@hotmail.com

website: www.finfilm.com

Film House Proventus

Mrs. Nevena Andonova

24, Vrabcha Str.

Sofia 1000, Bulgaria

tel.: (+ 359 2) 843 76 38, Phone/Fax: + 359 2 944
1903

e-mail: nevena.proventus@dir.bg

Front Film

Mrs. Svetla Tsotsorkova, Mrs. Nadejda Koseva
7, Victor Grigorovich Str., App. 5

Sofia 1606, Bulgaria

cell: (+359) 898 55 23 88, 888 32 50 22

fax: (+ 359 2) 951 62 44

e-mail: frontfilm@abv.bg

website: www.frontfilm.eu

Gala Film

Mrs. Galina Toneva, Mr. Kiril Kirilov
1B, Strumitza Str., Entr. B

Sofia 1000, Bulgaria

tel.: (+ 359 2) 981 42 09

fax: (+ 359 2) 981 29 71

e-mail: galafim@gala-film.com
website: www.galafilm-bg.com

Gekkon

Mr. Penko Gelev

15, Dunav Str.

Sofia 1000, Bulgaria
cell: (+359) 889 62 21 41
tel.: (+359 2) 989 00 98

e-mail: gekkon@datacom.bg

Geopoly

Mrs. Pavlina Zheleva, Mr. Georgi Cholakov
16, Kapitan Andreev Str.

Sofia 1421, Bulgaria

cell: (+ 359) 888 60 53 50

tel./fax: (+ 359 2) 963 06 61

e-mail: geopoly@gmail.com

website: www.geopoly-film.com




Global Films

Mr. Magardich Halvadjian

34, Shipka Str., Fl. 4, Office 404
Sofia 1504, Bulgaria

tel./fax: (+ 359 2) 946 12 02
e-mail: office@globalfilms-bg.com

website: www.globalfilms-bg.com

Incoms Project

Mr. Plamen Yordanov

22 A, James Bouchier Blvd., FI. 2
Sofia 1164 Bulgaria

cell: (+ 359) 888 22 09 78

e-mail: incomes p@mail.bg

Junk Brothers

Mr. Zlatin Radev

32, 6th September Str.
Sofia 1000, Bulgaria

tel.: (+ 359 2) 980 57 03
tel./ffax: (+ 359 2) 980 57 09
e-mail: zlatin@thejunks.com
website: www.thejunks.com

Kadiak Film

Prof. Dr. Sc. Lubomir Halatchev
50, Luben Karavelov Str., Entr. B
Sofia 1142, Bulgaria

cell: (+ 359) 887 79 37 80

e-mail: lubo _halatchev@yahoo.com

Kanina Film
Mr. Radoslav Spassov

6 A, Eugene Poatier Str., Bl. 74. Entr. A, App.13

Sofia 1000, Bulgaria
tel./fax: (+ 359 2) 873 73 00
e-mail: radspassov@yahoo.com

Kinocenter Sofia Studios
Mr. Evgeny Mihaylov

9, Shipka Str.

Sofia 1504, Bulgaria

cell: (+ 359) 888 70 55 56
e-mail: emihaylov@gmail.com

Klas Film

Mrs. Rossitsa Valkanova
10, Tzar Assen Str., App. 5
Sofia 1000, Bulgaria

cell: (+ 359) 898 50 37 02
tel.: (+ 359 2) 981 53 43
fax: (+ 359 2) 981 53 44
e-mail: klasfilm@spnet.net

website: www.klasfilm.com

Korund-X

Mr. Hristo Hristov

77, Dimitar Hadjikotzev Str., Entr. B
Sofia 1421, Bulgaria

cell: (+ 359) 888 30 38 79

e-mail: korund-x@trbg.net

Koulev Film

Mr. Anry Koulev

19, Elemag Str.

Sofia 1113, Bulgaria

cell: (+ 359) 888 61 48 84

e-mail: africatea@yahoo.com

Lucky

Mr. Plamen Maslarov

76 A, Gourko Str.

Sofia 1000, Bulgaria

Cell: (+ 359) 887 15 23 82

Magic Mound

Mr. Vasil Barkov

Razsadnika Comlex, BI. 20 A, Entr. B, App. 44
Sofia 1330, Bulgaria

cell: (+359) 898 21 59 44, 882 28 31 49
e-mail: kvb2000@abv.bg, sorosv@abv.bg

Menclips

Mrs. Gergana Stankova
9, Shipka Str.

Sofia 1504, Bulgaria

cell: (+359) 888 7323 20
tel.: (+ 359 2) 846 33 29
fax: (+ 359 2) 846 33 94

e-mail: gstankova@gmail.com

Miramar Film

Mr. llian Djevelekov, Mr. Matey Konstantinov
40, Evlogi Georgiev Blvd.

Sofia 1124, Bulgaria

tel.: (+ 359 2) 943 49 04

fax: (+ 359 2) 944 72 68

e-mail: office@miramarfilm.com

website: www.miramarfilm.com

Multfilm

Mr. George Dimitrov

40, Evlogi Georgiev Blvd., FI. 1
Sofia 1124, Bulgaria

Tel.: (+ 359 2) 946 35 14

Fax: (+ 359 2) 944 72 68

e-mail: multfilm@mail.bg




MVM International

Mrs. Elitza Katzarska

32, Zlatovrah Str.

Sofia 1164, Bulgaria

tel.: (+ 359 2) 962 13 93

fax: (+ 359 2) 962 42 06

e-mail: elitza@mvminternational.net

website: www.mvminternational.net

Nike |
Mr. llia Kostov

Sveta Troitza Complex, BI. 347, App. 37

Sofia 1309, Bulgaria
tel.: (+ 359 2) 928 43 81

e-mail: iliyakos@abv.bg

Nu Boyana Film Studios

Mr. David Varod

Cinema Center Boyana, Kumata Str.
Sofia 1616, Bulgaria

tel.: (+ 359 2) 958 65 31

fax: (+ 359 2) 958 12 03

e-mail: david.varod@nuboyana.com
website: www.nuboyana.com

Odavision

Mr. Petar Oda

24, Graf Ignatiev Str.

Sofia 1000, Bulgaria

tel./fax: (+ 359 2) 989 70 89
e-mail: petar@odavision.com

website: www.odavision.com

Omega Films

Mrs. Annie Yotova

8, Laiosh Koushut Str., App. 18
Sofia 1606, Bulgaria

tel./ffax: (+ 359 2) 952 62 91

e-mail: omega.filmsl@gmail.com

Palimpsest

Mrs. Maria Paviova

1, Dunav Str., Fl. 4, App. 8
Sofia 1000, Bulgaria

cell: (+ 359) 887 70 74 53
tel.: (+ 359 2) 987 74 17

Pro Film

Mr. Assen Vladimirov

67, Dondukov Blvd.

Sofia 1000, Bulgaria
tel./fax: (+ 359 2) 983 33 53

e-mail: profim1@datacom.bg

Radiovision Plus

Mr. Alexander Metodiev

Vrabnitza Complex, BI. 606, Entr. B
Sofia 1231, Bulgaria

cell: (+ 359) 888 53 34 22

fax: (+ 359 2) 822 01 02

e-mail: alex@novafilmvision.com
website: www.radiovisionplus.com

RFF International

Mr. Stefan Kitanov

1, Bulgaria Sq.

Sofia 1463, Bulgaria
tel.: (+ 359 2) 916 60 29
fax: (+ 359 2) 916 67 14
e-mail: kita@sofiaiff.com

website: www.sofiaiff.com

SIA Corp.

Mr. Dimitar Mitovski, Mr. Ivan Doykov
48, Shipka Str.

Sofia 1504, Bulgaria

tel.: (+ 359 2) 946 38 6 (66)

fax: (+ 359 2) 846 73 84

e-mail: sia@sia.bg, doykov@sia.bg
website: www.sia.bg

SIF 309 Film

Mr. Georgi lvanov

6, Shipka Str, FI. 2

Sofia 1504, Bulgaria

tel.: (+ 359 2) 946 34 10
fax: (+ 359 2) 946 34 11
e-mail: office@sif309.com

website: www.sif309.com

Sofilm

Mr. Patrick Sandrin

8, Geneva Str.

Sofia 1042, Bulgaria

tel.: (+ 359 2) 963 23 10
fax: (+ 359 2) 963 53 34
e-mail: sofim@sofilm.net

website: www.sofilm.net

Sinis

Mr. Mario Markov

B 18 Zone, BI. 1, Entr.1, FI.18, At.1
Sofia 1309, Bulgaria

cell: (+359) 886 15 93 23

tel.: (+ 359 2) 920 41 83

e-mail: mariomarkov@sinismm.com
website: www.sinismm.com




TF&P Animation

Mr. Andrey Tzvetkov

Vrabnitza Il Complex, Bl. 610, Entr. V, App. 69
Sofia 1231, Bulgaria

cell.: (+ 359) 888 33 73 35, 838 80 68 84

fax: (+ 359 2) 951 52 40

e-mail: trik_film@hotmail.com

Triksy

Mr. Stoyan Dukov

49, Dondukov Blvd.
Sofia 1000, Bulgaria

cell (+ 359) 878 33 85 68
tel.: (+ 359 2) 989 50 43

e-mail: stoyandukov@hotmail.com

Trikitri Film & TV Production
Mr. Tsanko Vasilev

4, Sheynovo Str., Entr. D, fl. 1
Sofia 1504, Bulgaria

cell: (+ 359) 888 53 34 54

tel.: (+ 359 2) 491 85 88
tel./fax: (+ 359 2) 944 11 71
e-mail: mail@frikitri.com

website: www.trikitri.com

Tristan Film
Mr. Stanimir Trifonov
cell: (+ 359) 888 32 50 02

e-mail: tristanfilm@abv.bg

DISTRIBUTION COMPANIES

Trivium Film
Mr. Kostadin Bonev

Nadejda Complex, BI. 152, Entr. A, App. 35

Sofia 1220, Bulgaria
cell: (+ 359) 888 46 57 35
e-mail: bonevkost@abv.bg

website: www.trivium-films.com

Vreme Film Studio

Mrs. Zornitza Popova

67, Dondukov Blvd.

Sofia 1504, Bulgaria
tel./ffax: (+ 359 2) 944 29 77

e-mail: office@studio-vreme.com

Waterfront Film

Mr. Kamen Kalev

39, Bacho Kiro Str.

Sofia 1202, Bulgaria

cell: (+ 359) 887 58 15 59

fax: (+ 359 2) 985 23 01
e-mail: info@waterfrontfilm.net

website: www.waterfrontfilm.net

Zographic Film

Mrs. Tania Assova

8B, Sheinovo Str., App. 2
Sofia 1504, Bulgaria
tel./fax: (+ 359 2) 946 17 80

e-mail: assova@zographic.com
website: www.zographic.com

Alexandra Group

Mr. Stefan Minchev

Mladost 4 Complex, 3, Business park Str.
Sofia 1766, Bulgaria

tel.: (+ 359 2) 817 99 99

fax: (+ 359 2) 817 99 00

e-mail: stefanm@alexandragroup.com

APlus Films

Mr. Christo Dermendijiev

Mladost 4 Complex, 3, Business park Str.
Sofia 1766, Bulgaria

tel.: (+ 359 2) 483 08 84

fax: (+ 359 2) 489 43 50

e-mail: christo@a-plusfilms.com

Audio Visual Bulgaria

Mr. llian Ganev

21, Nikolaj Kopernik St.

Sofia 1111, Bulgaria

tel./ffax: (+ 359 2) 971 13 48
e-mail: office@audiovisual.bg
website: www.audiovisual.bg

Art Fest

Mr. Stefan Kitanov

1, Bulgaria Sq.

Sofia 1463, Bulgaria

tel.: (+ 359 2) 916 60 29
fax: (+ 359 2) 916 67 14
e-mail: office@sofiaiff.com

website: www.sofiaiff.com/




Borough Film

Mr. Vladimir Andreev

5, Varbitsa Str.

Sofia 1504, Bulgaria

tel.: (+ 359 2) 946 33 78
e-mail: info@boroughfilm.com

website: www.boroughfilm.com

Bulgarian Distribution Company
Mrs. Lora Chenakova

48, Shipka Str.

Sofia 1504, Bulgaria

tel.: (+ 359 2) 949 38 65

fax: (+ 359 2) 846 73 84

e-mail: sia@sia.bg

website: www.sia.bg

Forum Film Bulgaria
Mr. Erez Oved

Mall of Sofia, 101, Stamboliiski Blvd.

Sofia 1300, Bulgaria

tel.: (+ 359 2) 981 44 41
fax: (+ 359 2) 987 57 77
e-mail: daffy@forumfilm.bg
website: www.forumfilm.bg

Little Big Films

Mr. Svetoslav Doitchinov

19, Ivatz Voivoda Str.

Sofia 1124, Bulgaria

Tel.: (+3592) 94338 19

fax: (+ 359 2) 944 52 19
e-mail: svet@littlebigfilms.eu
website: www.littlebigfilms.eu

FILM FESTIVALS

MVM International

Mrs. Elitza Katzarska

32, Zlatovrah Str.

Sofia 1164, Bulgaria

tel.: (+ 359 2) 962 13 93

fax: (+ 359 2) 962 42 06

e-mail: elitza@mvminternational.net

website: www.mvminternational.net

Pro Films
Mr. Emil Simeonov

llinden Complex, BI.127 B, entr. B, ground floor

Sofia 1309, Bulgaria

tel.: (+ 359 2) 822 36 82
fax: (+ 359 2) 822 36 82
e-mail: office@profilms.bg
website: www.profilms.bg

Radivision

Mr. Nikolai Bakalov

115 B, Dondukov Blvd.
Sofia 1504, Bulgaria
tel.: (+ 359 2) 944 33 48
fax: (+ 359 2) 846 72 94

e-mail: radivision@mail.bg

Sunny Films Entertainment
Mr. Christo Dionisisev

35, Trakya Str.

Sofia 1504, Bulgaria

tel.: (+ 359 2) 960 30 67

fax: (+ 359 2) 960 30 56

e-mail: program@sunnyfilms.com
website: www.sunnyfilms.com

Tandem Video

Mr. Tzvetan Georgiev

20-28, Kozloduy Str., Bl. 5, App. 7
Sofia 1202, Bulgaria

tel.: (+ 359 2) 831 30 18

e-mail: tandem@cablebg.net

Sofia International Film Festival
Director: Mr. Stefan Kitanov

1, Bulgaria Sq.

Sofia 1463, Bulgaria

tel.: (+359 2) 952 64 67, 916 60 29, 851 93 51

fax: (+359 2) 916 67 14

e-mail: office@sofiaiff.com
website: www.siff.bg

Film Palace Fest

Director: Mr. Tsanko Vasilev

4, Sheynovo Str., entr.D, fl.1
Sofia 1504, Bulgaria

tel.: (+359 2) 491 85 88
tel./fax: (+359 2) 944 11 71
e-mail: mail@inthepalace.com
website: www.inthepalace.com



Filmini

Director: Mrs. Elena Mosholova
1, Dobrudzha Str.

Sofia 1000, Bulgaria

cell: (+359) 898 39 07 13
e-mail: elena@filmini.org
website: www.filmini.org

Love is Folly International Film Festival
Director: Prof. Alexander Grozev

2, Slivnitza Blvd., Varna 9000, Bulgaria
cell: (+359) 899 94 30 01

tel.: (+359 52) 68 50 00

fax: (+39 52) 60 84 46

e-mail: agrozev@techno-link.com, fk@mail.
orbitel.bg

Festival of European Co-productions
c/o National Film Center Executive Agency
Director: Mrs. Irina Kanusheva

2A, Dondukov Blvd., 7* floor

Sofia 1000, Bulgaria

tel.: (+359 2) 987 40 96

fax: (+359 2) 987 36 26

e-mail: nfc@nfc.bg
website: www.nfc.bg

The Cinemania World Film Panorama
c/o National Palace of Culture

1, Bulgaria sq.

Sofia 1414, Bulgaria

e-mail: kinomania@ndk.bg

website: www.kinomania.bg

INSTITUTIONS

Golden Chest International Television Festival

c/o Bulgarian National Television
Head: Mrs. Ulyana Pramova

29, San Stefano Str.

Sofia 1504, Bulgaria

tel.: (+ 359 2) 943 60 34, 963 30 95
fax: (+ 359 2) 963 40 45, 943 60 34

e-mail: goldenchest@bnt.bg
website: www.bnt.bg

Golden Rose

c/o National Film Center Executive Agency
Director: Mr. Alexander Donev

2A, Dondukov Blvd., 7" floor

Sofia 1000, Bulgaria

tel.: (+359 2) 987 40 96

fax: (+359 2) 987 36 26

e-mail: nfc@nfc.bg

website: www.nfc.bg

Golden Rhyton

c/o National Film Center Executive Agency
Director: Mr. Alexander Donev

2A, Dondukov Blvd., 7% floor

Sofia 1000, Bulgaria

tel.: (+359 2) 987 40 96

fax: (+359 2) 987 36 26

e-mail: nfc@nfc.bg
website: www.nfc.bg

Bulgarian National Film Center
Head: Mr. Alexander Donev

2A, Dondukov Blvd., 7t floor

Sofia 1000, Bulgaria

tel.: (+359 2) 988 38 31

fax: (+359 2) 987 36 26, 980 99 20

e-mail: nfc@nfc.bg
website: www.nfc.bg

Bulgarian National Film Archive
Head: Mr. Plamen Maslarov

36, Gurko Str.

Sofia 1000, Bulgaria

tel.: (+ 359 2) 987 02 96

fax: (+ 359 2) 987 60 04

e-mail: filmoteka@bnf.bg
website: www.bnf.bg




Union of Bulgarian Film Makers Institute for Culture of the

Head: Mr. lvan Pavlov Ministry of Foreign Affairs
67, Dondukov Blvd. Sofia 1504, Bulgaria Head: Mrs Lyudmila Dimitrova
tel.: (+ 359 2) 946 10 68 2, Aleksandar Zhendov Str.
fax: (+ 359 2) 946 10 69 Sofia 1040, Bulgaria

e-mail: shfd@sbfd-bg.com tel.: (+359 2) 948 29 99
website: www.filmmakersbg.org fax: (+359 2) 971 12 81

Observatory of Cultural Economics e-mail: cuIturaIinstitute@mfa.government.bg
Contact persons: Ms. Diana Andreeva, Ms. website: www.sic.mfa.government.bg/
Bilyana Tomova

MEDIA Desk - Bulgaria

65, Iskar Str. .
' . Head: Mr. Kamen Balkanski
SOf'a.T(.)OO Bulgaria . 2A, Dondukov Blvd., last floor
e-mail: info@culturaleconomics.bg Sofia 1000, Bulgaria
website: www.culturaleconomics.bg tel.: (+359 2) 988 32 24, 987 03 25
i fax: (+359 2) 987 53 69
Filmautor e-mail: info@mediadesk.bg
Head: Mrs. Maria Palaurova website: www.mediadesk.bg (www.mediadeskbg.eu)
2, Louis Leger Str.
Sofia 1000, Bulgaria Eurimages National Representative
tel.: (+ 359 2) 987 32 34 Mrs. Gergana Dakovska
fax: (+ 359 2) 980 19 32 c/o National Film Center Executive Agency
e-mail: filmautor@bitex.com 2A, Dondukov Blvd., 7" floor
website: www.filmautor.org Sofia 1000, Bulgaria
tel.: (+359 2) 987 40 96
National Culture Fund fax: (+359 2) 987 36 26
Head: Mr. Daniel Kalchev e-mail: gergana@nfc.bg
17, Stamboliiski Blv. website: www.nfc.bg

Sofia 1040, Bulgaria
tel.: (+ 359 2) 988 58 26, 940 09 60
fax: (+ 359 2) 980 61 90

e-mail: office@ncf.bg
website: www.ncf.bg

PROFESSIONAL AND SPECIAL INTEREST ASSOCIATIONS

Association of Film Producers Association of Bulgarian Film Producers
Chairman: Mr. Georgi Cholakov Chairman: Mr. Petar Oda

16, Kapitan Andreev Str. 24, Craf Ignatiev Str.

Sofia 1421, Bulgaria Sofia 1000, Bulgaria

tel./fax: (+ 359 2) 963 06 61 tel./fax: (+ 359 2) 989 70 89
e-mail: geopoly@gmail.com e-mail: petar@odavision.com
Association of Independent Producers Union of Bulgarian Actors
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